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What does drought look like in MA?



MA has been in some level of drought since 
August 2024



Water Conservation Efforts

Regulatory
- Water Management Act

- Inter-basin Transfer Act

Policy
- Water Conservation 

Standards
- Drought Management 

Plan

Education/Outreach
- Water conservation toolkit

- Videos, social media



MA Water Conservation Standards

Includes guidance on:

1. Comprehensive Planning and Drought Management Planning
2. Water Loss Control

3. Metering

4. Pricing

5. Residential Water Use

6. Public Sector Water Use
7. Industrial, Commercial, Institutional Water Use

8. Agricultural Water Use

9. Outdoor Water Use

10.Public Education and Outreach

www.mass.gov/conservemawat
er



A few examples of toolkit resources

Interactive Tools Technical Resources



Outreach Materials



Outreach Materials



Drought Video Series

Informational videos explaining:

- What drought is

- Drought impacts in MA

- How we monitor conditions/prepare for impacts

- How people can help

- Videos available at:

- Drought Tips, Tools, and Resources 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/drought-tips-tools-resources
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/drought-tips-tools-resources


Recent Water Conservation Achievements

• Drought Resiliency and Water Efficiency 

Grant Program
• $500,000 awarded to 13 projects in FY25,12 

projects in FY26

• **Now accepting apps for FY27**

• Water data projects
• Collaborative water database project with USGS

• Flume data and dashboard

• WNF methodology review/possible updates

• Alliance for Water Efficiency

• Native plants/drought resilient landscapes
• Native Plant Palette (www.mass.gov/plantpalette) 

http://www.mass.gov/plantpalette


Communication surrounding outdoor water use is a 
constant struggle



Native plants = Multiple benefits

Environmental Benefits
✓ Use less water
✓ Support pollinators
✓ Help wildlife
✓ Strengthen climate change resilience

Human Benefits
✓ Create beautiful landscapes
✓ Allow you to “paint” your yard
✓ Provide health benefits
✓ Offer more interesting choices



Ongoing MA Programs

Growing Wild for Pollinators
Greening the Gateway Cities
Other state agencies:
 Mass Department of Agriculture- native pollinator database

 Mass Wildlife- bumblebee programs

https://mnla.com/pollinator/growingwild/
https://www.maurbancanopy.org/
https://massnrc.org/ppd/
https://www.mass.gov/news/plant-a-bumblebee-friendly-garden




A Collaboration Between:





NEW Features:

• Search bar
• Can search by common 

name, Latin name, or 
keywords

• Streamlined palette 
creation/editing
• Drag and drop
• Easier to do editing within 

palettes

• New user tutorials



NEW Features:

• Palettes can have 
more than 8 plants

• Enhanced sharing 
capability

• Unique URLs for 
specific palettes

Plant Palette DEMO 



First “Plant 
Palette” Garden

• Collaboration with Ipswich 
Water Department

• Removed ~150 ft2 of grass 
and amended soil

• Planted drought tolerant 
plants from local nursery

• Watered with rain barrel 
during establishment

• Hosted Climate Week 
event to promote



Second “Plant 
Palette” Garden

• Collaboration with 
the Town of Danvers

• Planted in raised 
planter boxes at the 
town’s Education 
Garden

• Hosted another 
educational event 
shortly after planting



Middle school plant     
palette activity



Bringing the school palette to life!



Bringing the school palette to life!



Restoration Palette by The Charles River Conservancy



What’s Next?

1. Future tool enhancements

2. Formalize Native Plant Palette “lesson 
plan” for replication

3. Collaborate on more palette plantings

• DCR park gardens?

4. Continue promotion/outreach

5. Your thoughts?



Thank You!
Jason Duff

MA DCR

Office of Water Resources

jason.duff@mass.gov

Anne Carroll

MA DCR

Office of Water Resources

anne.carroll@mass.gov

mailto:Jason.duff@mass.gov
mailto:Anne.carroll@mass.gov
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