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Impact of January and March Nor’easters



Response To Storms

• MWRA crews performed over 170 hours 
of snow removal on Shirley, Tafts, Eliot 
and portions of Otis, as well as other 
parts of Town

• During March Nor’easters, assisted 
residents with pumping



Damage At Deer Island



Sea Wall Protects The Plant From Storm Surges



Projects on Deer Island



Took Down Ogin Wind Turbine

• In April 2018, the experimental wind turbine was taken down



• Wind Turbine 2 has been off-line due to high wind damage

• Will be back on-line after inspection

Wind Turbine 2 Repair



Water Tank Painting

• The Deer Island Water Tank 
is scheduled to be repainted 
next Spring



Gravity Thickener Repair

• A contract was recently awarded for the rehab of the Gravity 
Thickeners



Community Partnerships



Charitable Events

• Deer Island hosts a number of community events each year:

– WINARC

– Stroll for Scleroderma

– Compassionate Friends

– Karceski Foundation 5K

– Survivors by the Sea

– Winthrop High Color Run

– Petrilli Cancer Walk

– Shapiro Road Race

• Winthrop cross country team practices at Deer Island and has 
held meets there



Sail Boston 2017



• The annual MOU payment for 
FY19 will be $807,131 – 4 times 
higher than the highest tax 
payer in the town

• This brings the total to over 
$50 million

Ongoing Financial Commitment To Winthrop



Fishing Pier Update



• The Fishing Pier will be constructed by the Mass Department of 
Fish and Game

• It is funded through the proceeds of salt water fishing licenses –
not tax dollars

About The Pier

• In 2017, 477 Winthrop 
residents held saltwater 
fishing licenses and that 
number grows each year



• The Pier will be about 216-foot long and T-shaped and will 
include signage outlining the rules

• The project includes 20 parking spaces. MWRA was going to add 
an additional 20 spaces, but changed the plans at the request of 
some in the community

• Pier includes 14 handicap-accessible fishing spots

About The Pier



• MWRA maintains a similar fishing pier as part of the public access 
area at Nut Island in Quincy and has found it to be well used and 
appreciated by the community

Nut Island Pier



• At each bi-annual community 
meeting since fall 2014, MWRA 
brought up the pier project and 
reported on in the Winthrop 
Transcript

• The project was noticed in the 
Boston Globe by Fish & Game

• Residents were reminded at the 
May 2016 meeting that a public 
hearing was coming up and that 
comments would be taken

• No one attended the hearing or 
submitted comments

“There Was No Notice”



“Crime”



• The 14 trash barrels on public access can 
get full when there are a lot of visitors

• MWRA’s contractor empties the barrels 
each day, Monday through Friday

• Additionally, MWRA staff also empty the 
barrels during the week and on 
weekends

• This is documented in MWRA’s 
maintenance management system

• The last reported campfire was in July 
2015

“No One Empties The Trash”



• The Deer Island public access area includes 60 acres of green space

• The total footprint of the parking lot is only 7,000 square feet

“Meadow Destruction”



“There Is Already A Pier At Deer Island”

• The existing Deer Island pier is an industrial facility, closed to the 
public and not suitable for recreational fishing

• It was constructed so that materials and personnel could be 
brought to the Island during the Boston Harbor Clean-up Project 
to avoid transporting through Winthrop



“No One Checks Fishing Licenses”

• Massachusetts Environmental Police have been patrolling the Island

• Their Gator utility vehicle will be kept on the Island

• A recent check for 
fishing licenses 
found nearly 100% 
compliance



• MWRA is a public agency, making the 
State Police the “first responders”

• The State Police and Winthrop Police 
have worked out a response plan for 
Deer Island

• MWRA will be installing emergency 
call boxes around the island to further 
enhance emergency response

• MWRA also funds the Winthrop Dog 
Officer’s patrols of the Island

“What About Emergency Response”



• MWRA is expanding the current 
“odor hotline” to be the “Deer 
Island Hotline”

• Calls are answered 24/7 by 
plant staff and investigated 
immediately

Emergency Response



• MWRA’s contracted security staff patrol the Island 24/7

• The State Police, Winthrop Police and Environmental Police also 
patrol the Island

• There are security cameras at key locations 

“There Is No Security”



• Cameras are monitored 24/7 from MWRA’s security center

• Additional cameras, lighting and call boxes will be added at a cost of 
$245,790

“There Is No Security”



• A recent meeting with State Police, Environmental Police, 
Winthrop Police and Fire, and Town Council President to discuss 
security and emergency response plans for the Island

MWRA Works Closely With Law Enforcement And The Town



Deer Island Should Be A Place For All To Enjoy


