
 

 
December 7, 2015 

Attention:  Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-RCRA-
2007-0932.  Proposed Rule: 
Management Standards for Hazardous 
Waste Pharmaceuticals 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The comments below are in response to the Federal Register Notice (Volume 80, Number 
186), Friday, September 25, 2015) 
  
The Wastewater Advisory Committee (WAC) to the MWRA is made up of volunteers in 
engineering, academia, environmental law, finance, environmental advocacy, and other 
fields. We provide an independent forum for discussion of wastewater issues and 
consider environmental, safety, cost and technical issues in our discussions. 
 
WAC supports EPA’s goal of reducing the amount of pharmaceuticals in wastewater 
effluent and residuals, and this rule would likely reduce the amount of pharmaceutical 
waste entering the MWRA system. 
 
By diverting drugs into various dedicated collection/take-back programs, and 
concentrating these contaminants under one umbrella, it will make it easier to adopt best 
practices for disposal as the science evolves.  Under the category “pharmaceuticals” falls 
a wide array of compounds.  Information on how to best dispose of them is complex and 
should become more complete with time. 
 
WAC supports EPA’s objective of making pharmaceutical disposal as easy as possible, 
both to increase compliance and to lessen the regulatory burden and cost on health care 
providers. 
 
EPA guidance on Best Management Practices for pharmaceuticals is therefore essential 
to the success of this rule. 
 
To address EPA’s questions more directly, WAC supports: 
 
1. Making  the  rules  sector-‐‑specific  in  order  to  be  more  flexible  than  current  

hazardous  material  regulations.  
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2. Applying  a  flush  ban  to  “conditionally  exempt  small  quantitity  
generators.”  

3. Easing  requirements  for  managing  hazardous  controlled  substance  
wastes,  providing  they  are  not  flushed.  

4. Excluding  materials  already  regulated  in  other  ways    
(i.e.  sharps  and  medical/biohazard  waste,  radioactive  materials,  
dental  amalgams)  

5. Establishing  and  regulating  disposal  from  universal  community  and  retail  
take-‐‑back  programs. 

 
Additionally, WAC believes that households may indeed be a significant source of 
pharmaceutical waste in the sewers. We therefore urge EPA to explore ways to encourage 
citizens to utilize take-back programs, by making them more convenient and better 
publicized.  For example, the EPA may want to consider requirements that pharmacies 
provide secure collection facilities on-site, and that they advertise them at the point of 
distribution, for both customer and staff education. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our executive director, Andreae 
Downs, at 617-378-8972 or andreae.wac@gmail.com 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Taber Keally 
Chair 
Wastewater Advisory Committee 


