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• Low levels may be present in food, drinking water, soil, 
dust, and air. 

• Everyone is exposed to small amounts from these 
sources. 

• It is not uncommon for individuals to have low levels of 
lead in their body. 

• Main source for children is lead paint. 

How does lead get into someone’s body? 



• Developing brains of infants, young children, and 
developing fetuses are at greatest risk. 

• The amount of lead in a child’s body depends on several 
factors: age, nutritional status, and the various sources of 
lead in their environment. 

• Lead exposure to young children and pregnant women 
should be reduced as much as possible. 

How can lead make someone sick? 



  Blood Lead Testing in Massachusetts 

• Children are required to be screened for 
elevated blood lead levels.  

• Children are tested at 9-12 months, ages 
2 and 3, and sometimes at age 4, if they 
live in a High Risk community.  

• This approach helps identify lead 
poisoned children, and eliminate lead 
sources.  
 

 



  Blood Lead Testing in Massachusetts 

• MA currently defines lead poisoning as 
a venous blood lead level of 25 µg/dL or 
greater. 

• Lowering the definition of lead poisoning 
to a venous blood lead level of 10 µg/dL 
is a key piece of proposed regulatory 
changes.  
 

 



  CLPPP Case Management 

• The MDPH/BEH Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program 
(CLPPP) currently offers home visiting services and inspections to 
all children in MA with blood lead levels 10 µg/dL or greater. 

• If a child is lead poisoned (25 µg/dL or greater), then services are 
mandatory including home inspection and deleading of lead hazards 
in the home. 
– A lead hazard is defined by regulation as loose lead paint, lead 

paint on a moveable/impacted part of a window, or lead paint on 
woodwork like doors and door jambs. 

– Soil, water, folk remedies, etc. are not legally defined as a lead 
hazards, but they can be a source of exposure. CLPPP 
investigates and offers guidance for alternative sources. 

 
 
 

 



  Water Testing Results 

• In October 2016, CLPPP began to include water testing in all homes 
where families received home visiting services. 

• CLPPP has worked closely with MWRA to have many of these samples 
analyzed at the MWRA lab. 

• CLPPP uses EHS Laboratories for those communities not within 
MWRA’s jurisdiction. 

• As of June 21, 2017, 104 families have had their water tested. 
• There has been one exceedance.  

– The second draw was non-detect.  
– This was not in MWRA’s service area. 
– CLPPP is providing guidance to the family and helping to prioritize 

possible sources of exposure, including loose lead paint and the 
elevated dust lead levels found in the child’s home. 



www.mass.gov/dph/lead-source  
 

Where can I get additional information? 

http://www.mass.gov/dph/lead-source


For questions about health effects from potential exposure to lead, contact: 
 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
Bureau of Environmental Health 
(617) 624-5757 
www.mass.gov/dph/lead-source  
 
For questions about the Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, 
contact: 
Terry Howard, Director of CLPPP 
Terry.Howard@state.ma.us 
 
Additional information on blood lead screening rates and numbers of 
elevated children by community is available at: 
www.mass.gov/eohhs/researcher/community-health/environment-
health/lead 
 

Who can I contact with additional questions? 

http://www.mass.gov/dph/lead-source
mailto:Terry.Howard@state.ma.us



